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FORWARD FROM THE CFC COMMITTEE CHAIR

The well-being of our communities depends upon the provision of
help to families from a variety of sources — government, business
and numerous organisations with benevolent intentions. The efforts
of all of these, though well intentioned, do not necessarily have the
synergistic effect hoped for.

The effectiveness of the effort of any organisation in a social
setting is difficult, but not impossible, to measure. But evidence
based measurement of impacts of specific services to a community
is essential to inform the providers and to ensure their support
continues and is directed towards the most positive outcomes.
Measuring also ensures that the recipients of the benefits are
encouraged by the progress thereby achieved.

The starting point for any measurement is the baseline against which }W’,}f
progress can be identified. This report, by Working Visions Australasia, Communities‘té::
establishes a baseline for work to be carried out under the auspices of FOR CHILDREN ¢
Communities for Children Cairns South and Yarrabah. caims south & yarrabah
The report also identifies the difficulties and the limitations which are

inherent in collecting and matching information from official sources

and relating that information to less formal sources.

This work is both necessary and valuable in the long-term task of
eliminating disadvantage in the Cairns South corridor and in Yarrabah.
| commend Working Visions Australasia for their efforts in undertaking
this project.

Loss

The Hon Stanley Jones AO QC

Committee member Communities for Children Cairns South
and Yarrabah



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report aims to provide a snapshot in
time of the state of children and young
people, aged between 0 and 19, living in
the Cairns South and Yarrabah regions.

The report is the first output in a wider project
driven by the Australian-government-funded
program, Communities for Children (CfC)
Cairns South and Yarrabah. Communities for
Children supports families to provide safe,
stable environments for children, leading

to improved health and wellbeing and
strong child-friendly communities. Mission
Australia is the Facilitating Partner for CfC.
The report was put together by consultant,
Working Visions Australasia, and has been
led by Dr Scott Davis. This project was
guided by the CfC Cairns South and Yarrabah
Steering committee; Mission Australia’s
(Cairns Region) CfC Program Manager
Sarah Brown; and a number of community
stakeholders and education, health and
social service providers that work with
children in the Southern Corridor of Cairns.

| would like to acknowledge the CfC Cairns
South and Yarrabah steering committee

for their ongoing support and constructive
feedback during development of the report.

The information contained in this baseline
report is ordered into five domains.

Developing well by age 6

Safe and secure

Happy and healthy

Engaged, learning and achieving
~  Active citizens

4 4 4 4

Within each domain, several indicators,
drawn from data sources such as National
Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) results, Cairns and Hinterland
Hospital and Health Service (CHHHS) data
and Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2011
Census data, have been used to present a
picture of life for children in the Southern
corridor of Cairns and Yarrabah. The intent

of the report itself was to create a ‘base line’
resource that could be used as a reference
point and highlight gaps in the available data.

A number of communities performed
above or on par with state and national
measures. Therefore, improvements into
the future might be made by leveraging off
this capability. Gaps in the available data
were noted in areas such as alcohol and
substance misuse and active participation
of children in their communities.

Data collection and interpretation in this
project was challenging because suburb-
specific level data was needed rather
than Local Government Area (LGA) level
data, which is more readily available and
has been used in similar previous reports.
Another confounding issue was that,
despite its similarity in size to surrounding
suburbs, the Aboriginal community of
Yarrabah is as an LGA in its own right.

Recommendations out of this
report include the following:

~  Formalise a data sharing agreement
between CFC partners and consider
completing a National Ethics
Application Form (NEAF) application
for the ongoing project.

~  Continue to work with CfC partners to
identify local indicators and measures
to be used in future reports.

N Selection of indicators must consider the
frequency of data collection and the range
of measures (which should include both
process and impact measures) relating
to the collective impact program logic.

~  Partner a research institute or institution
to work alongside the CFC committee
to further research outcomes and
improve data collection and reliability.

The next stage of the CFC project will
utilise a collective impact approach to
bring people together in a structured
way to achieve social change.



INTRODUCTION

The Commonwealth, State and Territory
governments share a vision that, by 2020, all
children will be offered the best start in life to
create a better future for themselves and for

the nation. In making this vision a reality, there

have been significant efforts at a local level to
empower communities through investment in
people and services for families and children.

Cairns is a large and diverse regional
community of Far North Queensland (FNQ)
with an estimated population of more than
160,000 people. It is predicted the Cairns
population will increase by an annual
average of 1.9% per year over the next 25
years with the population expected to reach
247,846 by 30 June 2036 (QGSO 2016).

The regions of interest for this report are
Cairns South and Yarrabah (See figure 1).
Within this region there are ten suburbs
of interest: Bayview Heights; Earlville;
Bentley Park; Edmonton; Forest Gardens;

Gordonvale; Mt Sheridan; White Rock; Woree;

and Yarrabah, which is similar in size to the
surrounding suburbs and a Local Government
Area (LGA) in its own right. Yarrabah is an
Aboriginal community and 99.5% of the
children in Yarrabah are of Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander descent. Most of the
Southern Corridor suburbs have a higher
proportion of Indigenous residents than
that of the Cairns LGA generally. More than
a quarter of children in White Rock and
Woree and more than a fifth of children

in Edmonton and Gordonvale identify as
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.

These Southern Corridor suburbs have
emerged in recent years as areas of
significant growth, partly because there is
limited capacity for expansion within the
Cairns LGA to the north and west. The
predicted population growth rate for the
Gordonvale and White Rock areas, for
example, is 6.6% and 3% respectively until
2036, which is significantly higher than the
overall growth predicted for the Cairns
LGA. It is worth noting that a number of
new suburbs are also currently planned
within the Southern Corridor region.

The Australian Government-funded
organisation, Communities for Children
(CfC) Cairns South & Yarrabah, is working
in Cairns's Southern Corridor to improve
the health and wellbeing of families and
the development of young children. The
group pays special attention to supporting
parents and families to care for, educate
and engage with their children to create
strong child-friendly communities.

The purpose this State of the Children
report is to establish a baseline of data and
information and to consider and create
better ways to identify and monitor areas
of change, growth, positivity and need.

The collective impact project, of which this
baseline report is the first stage, is driven by
the CfC. This project uses a research-based
approach, and has enabled service providers
from all levels of the community, business
and government to work together to share
strategies for change and yield benefits

for disadvantaged families and children.
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PROJECT SCOPE AND METHODS

Initial scoping in this project focused on
three main areas: the activities of the various
community groups and organisations

in the Southern Corridor; consideration

of the information available in existing

large datasets; and investigation of the
possibility and feasibility of accessing
smaller organisation-specific datasets.

Agreement on the parameters and scope
of the project was reached with Mission
Australia, Communities for Children and
Working Vision Australasia. Definitions
were agreed upon through a workshop
process with key stakeholders early in the
project. For the purpose of this report
children are defined as 0- 19 years, unless
otherwise stated. (A point of note is that
the ABS defines children as 0-15 years and
having no dependent children of their own,
and youth as 15-19 years. Both datasets
were accessed in the production of this
report). The next set of parameters to
define was the exact geographic footprint
which was to be used in this report.

A difficulty for the project team was that
detailed suburb-level data was more
challenging to obtain than, say, local
government area (LGA) level data. In order
to access this level of data, Statistical Level 2
(SA2) data was sought. SA2 is a classification

Table 1: SA2 areas

within the Australian Statistical Geography
Standard (ASGS). Wherever possible SA2s
are based on officially-gazetted State suburbs
and localities though, at times, they define
functional zones of social and economic links
in rural areas. Geography is also taken into
account in SA2 design. There were eight

SAZ2 areas of interest in this project (shown
below in table 1), which took in 10 suburbs.

DATA SOURCES

Due to the challenge of accessing data at
a SA2 level the project team was obliged
to rely heavily on four comprehensive
data sources. These include:

N Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) Census data from 2011

N The Australian Early Development
Census (AEDC) 2015 data

N The 2015 NAPLAN results from
the Queensland Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (QCAR)

N~ Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and
Health Service (CHHHS) data

This publicly-available data was used
in conjunction with data which the
partners on the CFC committee made
available to the research team.

Edmonton

Gordonvale

Mt Sheridan, Forest Gardens
White Rock

Yarrabah

1 http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/2901.0Chapter25702011

EDMONTON

GORDONVALE - TRINITY
MT SHERIDAN

WHITE ROCK

WOREE

YARRABAH
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LIMITATIONS

Difficulties and limitations are associated with
the use of numerous data sources. Sourcing
accurate and reliable suburb-level data, as
indicated earlier, was also challenging. Data
was considered reliable if it came from a
reputable statistical agency, such as the ABS.
Since most source data was not available for
the exact suburb boundaries, the SA2 areas
were used to extract relevant statistics. Two
exceptions were made to this rule where it
was deemed important to have some form of
baseline. In both cases the data used was for

the Cairns Hospital and Health Service region.

Each dataset, in turn, has its own limitations
and caveats around use and interpretation

of the figures and statistics. For convenience
and completeness, a summary of each
dataset and a statement about the respective
limitations is provided in Appendix 1.

FRAMEWORK

The second stage of the process was to
review the literature for the most appropriate
framework to use in examining key factors
that influence child and youth wellbeing.

The indicators used in this document

were developed in line with one of the

most recognised frameworks within which

a child’s wellbeing can be considered:
Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Model of Child
Development (Bronfenbrenner 1979). This
approach draws upon similar reports, and the
research team would like to acknowledge the
influence of Dr Geoff Woolcock in his role

Table 2

SECTOR REPRESENTATION AT WORKSHOP

as the Inaugural Queensland convener for
the Australian Research Alliance for Children
& Youth (ARACY) from 2013 to 2014.

This ecological model posits that the factors
and inter-relationships that influence a
person’s development and trajectory into the
future go well beyond the ‘nature/nurture’
debate. Bronfenbrenner's model is usually
illustrated with concentric circles which put
the child at the centre. Factors that influence
the child include close relationships with
parents; informal networks of friends and
neighbours; community networks; the media;
and broader social, economic, environmental,
political and historical influences.

This model guided the identification of

the five domains, detailed below, and

a series of indicators which would form

the parameters of this report. A one-

day workshop was conducted with key
organisations and stakeholders, as identified
by Mission Australia. Attendees came

from a range of agencies that provide
services into identified communities or had
an expressed interest in and knowledge
about the children and youth issues. The
project was introduced and feedback
sought about definition of the domains

and possible indicators to be used within
the report. Thirty-three people attended
the workshop (See Table 2). Following this
workshop, the research team worked with
the CfC Cairns South and Yarrabah Steering
Committee in validating the definitions of the
domains and determining the indicators.

TOTAL 33

Education

Health

Social services

Pre- schools

Indigenous

Women and children services

Police and youth justice

Youth

Community Development

Other




DOMAINS

A review of the research literature conducted both in Australia and overseas around child wellbeing
guided the development of the final five domains. These domains are summarised below:

This domain is about child development during the early years (from maternal health through
to the first year of school). Early childhood is considered to be the most important phase in

life. Development during these early years largely determines the quality of health, wellbeing,
learning and behaviour across the life span. It is a period of great opportunity, but also of great
vulnerability to negative influences (WHO 2016).

DOMAIN 2 | SAFE AND SECURE

This domain looks at whether children and young people are safe in their own homes. In this
domain the following issues were considered: family/domestic violence; financial security of
families; and whether children were victims of crime (child abuse and neglect); or homelessness.
Safe environments and communities not only protect children from harm but also promote
children’s wellbeing, allowing them to exercise their independence by confidently making
decisions and taking on new challenges (DEECD, 2013).

DOMAIN 3 | HAPPY AND HEALTHY

An individual’s health and wellbeing results from a complex interplay between biological, lifestyle,
socioeconomic, societal and environmental factors, many of which can be modified to some
extent. This domain considers physical health (e.g. healthy eating, healthy weight, physical
activity, sun protection and disability) as well as social and emotional wellbeing.

DOMAIN 4 | ENGAGED, LEARNING AND ACHIEVING

This domain considers whether children are getting the practical support, encouragement

and opportunity to learn and to participate in formal and informal education experiences. It
considers whether children are acquiring the skills they will need to support a continual process
of lifelong learning.

DOMAIN 5 | ACTIVE CITIZENS

This domain considers whether children are active citizens in their communities. It describes
access to technology for social connections, involvement with peers and the community,
participation in community and sporting events, being heard, and being involved in decision-
making processes that affect them.

INDICATORS

Each domain contains between three and 20 indicators. Decisions about inclusion of indicators was
subject to an additional level of scrutiny and consideration which took into account the following:

~  Availability of reliable population data
N Indicators needed to be reflective of local and national policy
N Availability of data over time. Data collection at regular intervals over
time enables communities to monitor change in the long term
~ Availability of comparative data for the Cairns LGA, Queensland and Australia
N The meaningfulness of the indicator to stakeholders

A complete list of the indicators is provided in Appendix 2.
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FINDINGS

IN ORDER TO DRAW OUT THE KEY FINDINGS FROM THIS BASELINE REPORT,

SUBURB DATA HAS BEEN COLOUR CODED ACCORDING TO WHETHER IT IS:

ON PAR OR PERFOMING WELL AGAINST THE COMPARATOR
THE CAIRNS LGA/CAIRNS AEDC COMMUNITY AVERAGE

In examining the domain ‘developing well by
age 6’ there is value in undertaking further
critical analysis in areas which appear to

be going against the local trend. Looking

at the deviances will allow researchers to
consider the root causes of those areas

and communities in which challenges and
successes are evident. Trinity — Gordonvale,
Woree, Edmonton and Yarrabah consistently
performed under the state and national
averages on a range of AEDC indicators. In a
number of specific AEDC indicators, however,
Yarrabah and other communities performed
significantly better than the local averages.
This suggests that further investigation

is needed to identify the factors that are
contributing to these outcomes, and if
possible, their strategies replicated elsewhere
to move forward. It is worth noting that, in
relation to the AEDC social competency and
emotional maturity domains, Yarrabah is
performing well.

Interestingly, with respect to the indicator

on low birthweights, many of the Southern
Corridor communities with a high Indigenous
population are doing better than the Cairns
LGA, and the state. This fact might warrant
further analysis. Both Yarrabah and Edmonton
however, have significantly higher rates of
both low birth weights and smoking during
pregnancy than the surrounding suburbs.

SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES

NOT PERFORMING WELL AGAINST THE COMPARATOR
THE CAIRNS LGA/CAIRNS AEDC COMMUNITY AVERAGE

Overall, there are higher rates of
unemployment among parents within the
Southern Corridor suburbs, which would
create financial challenges for families with

The comparator is
determined according
to the lowest statistical
level available.
e Cairns LGA/

Cairns AEDC, or
e State, or
¢ National

children. Combined with similarly higher
rates of homelessness within a number

of communities, there remains significant
challenges for the Southern Corridor in terms
of creating safe and secure communities for
children. The rate of young people aged
0-24 who are homeless as a proportion of the
overall homeless population is high, which
suggest further efforts are required to explore
housing stability for young people across the
Southern Corridor suburbs.

Offences against people (of all ages) in

the Southern Corridor is slightly below the
Cairns LGA region (with the exception of
Yarrabah and Woree, which is much higher).
This suggests that investment in programs to
reduce offences against people is required in
specific communities. Of most concern in the
domain ‘safe and secure’ is the significant and
consistently high rates of substantiated child
abuse across the Southern Corridor.

HAPPY AND HEALTHY
COMMUNITIES

In examining the domain "happy and
healthy’, the project team found it
challenging to access useful data. Despite
this data gap there was a sense expressed
by CfC partners that significant investment
had occurred in this area in recent years
and was yielding results in terms of building
healthy and happy communities. Of the
few indicators that could be obtained to
measure ‘health’; (healthy eating, obesity,
physical activity and sun protective behavior)
data was only available at the Cairns and
Hinterland Hospital and Health Service



(CHHHS) district level. The data at this

level revealed that the CHHHS district was
comparable, if not slightly better off than
the state in these measures. The CHHHS
region covers an area of 141,000 square
kilometers ranging from Cairns to Tully in the
south, Cow Bay in the north and Croydon in
the west and has an estimated population
of population of 283,197. In comparison

the project region covers only 544.4 square
kilometers, and has an estimated population
of 58, 511, so it is difficult to make any
assertions from this overall CHHHS data
about the health of specific communities
within the Southern Corridor

As part of the baseline data, the Cairns HHS
agreed to provide data coded according to
‘cause of presentation through the child and
youth mental health services’ for the period
of the 2014/15 financial year. These occasions
of service include repeat presentation. By
examining the graphs provided it can be seen
that for the 2014/15 presentations, around
25% were coded as being from the suburbs
included within this project. Anonymity would
have been compromised by presenting
suburb-level data because of the small
sample size.

ENGAGED, LEARNING
AND ACHIEVING

In examining the domain ‘engaged, learning
and achieving’ the project team relied heavily
on NAPLAN data, which is based on schools
within each suburb, as opposed to the home
suburb of the children themselves. Other
issues that affect interpretation of this data
include recent changes that have resulted

in Year 7 being included in high school; the
number of suburbs that do not have a school
within their footprint; and the social and
demographic context from which the student
are drawn. For example, two schools within a
few kilometers of one another will have very
different demographic spreads if one school is
private and the other is public, as is the case
in White Rock.

Of particular interest to the project team has
been the indicator around the percentage
of children who experienced an education
program in preschool, kindergarten or day
care before going to school. In particular, it

is worth noting that 94.2% of the students in
Yarrabah are exposed to an early childhood
education program, which compares very
favourably to the Cairns LGA (81.7%). Future
research might investigate the flow-on
effect of this high participation to determine
whether this investment in early childhood
programs in Yarrabah leads to longer term
benefits for children. Communities with low
participation in early childhood education
included Woree and Edmonton.

While the NAPLAN data provided strong
evidence on the metrics related to numeracy
and literacy, a key factor worth examining

is participation rates at school (both

primary and secondary schools). This report
identified issues of poor school attendance in
Gordonvale, Yarrabah and Woree.

Another indicator worth examining further in
this domain is young people’s (15-19 years)
participation in study or work, otherwise called
‘learning and earning activities'. This indicator
revealed that the Southern Corridor suburbs
(with the exception of Bentley Park and Mount
Sheridan) were below or significantly below the
state and national average.

ACTIVE CITIZENS

In examining the domain ‘active citizens’, the
project team struggled to identify indicators
that would provide an accurate measure
relating to citizenship and participation.

Data was sought from a range of agencies
including the Department of Sport and
Recreation and the Australian Electoral
Commission, however, was not able to

be obtained. This an area where future
investment is required to ensure that regional
data sets and measures can be developed to
provide an adequate baseline and support
the collective impact processes.

With respect to the two indicators which
were used as proxy measures for this domain,
(participation in volunteer work and access to
the internet) both should be used cautiously
as the data takes in all ages and is self-
reported. With particular reference to access
to the internet at home, the recent advances
in mobile technology and the currency of the
data make any interpretation problematic.



BASIC DEMOGRAPHICS

MOUNT WHITE
SHERIDAN ROCK m YARRABAH

CAIRNS BENTLEY | BAYVIEW GORDON-
LGA PARK HEIGHTS / | EDMONTON VALE
(SA2) EARLVILLE 7/ TRINITY

ESTIMATES RESIDENT POPULATION 0-24 YEARS AS OF THE 30TH OF JUNE 2015

54,473 3680 271 4632 3187 3125 1933 1975 1459

NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 0-24 FORECAST FOR 2026

63,598 3948 2,492 5,622 7,293 3149 1,945 2,532 1,480

NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 0-24 FORECAST FOR 2036

72,451 4,200 2,356 6,460 12,369 3127 2,112 3,235 1,552

ESTIMATES RESIDENT POPULATION ALL AGES AS OF THE 30TH OF JUNE 2015

160,285 8,437 8,676 11,086 8,847 8,692 4,873 5214 2,686

ESTIMATES RESIDENT GROWTH POPULATION (ALL AGES) AS OF THE 30TH OF JUNE 2036

227,542 10,150 8,904 17,004 34,746 9404 6,833 9,847 3,390

ANNUAL GROWTH RATE (ALL AGES) OVER THE PERIOD 2011 - 2036

1.9% 0.8% 0.0% 1.8% 6.6% 1,4% 3.0% 12% 1.5%

YOUNG PEOPLE (0-24) AS A PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION FORECAST FOR 2026

32.8% 42.3% 28.3% 39.3% 36.8% 34.6% 32.6% 341% 48.8%
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BENTLEY | BAYVIEW GORDON-
Ctg‘:S PARK HEIGHTS / | EDMONTON VALE SAHAE?KLIJ: :N V:SLTKE YARRABAH
(SA2) EARLVILLE 7/ TRINITY

YOUNG PEOPLE (0-24) AS A PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION FORECAST FOR 2036

31.8% 41.4% 26.5% 38.0% 35.6% 33.3% 30.9% 32.9% 45.8%

NUMBER OF CHILDREN AGED 0-14 IN COUPLE FAMILIES 2011

15,350 986 917 1,185 966 1,016 439 400 195

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN AGED 0-14 IN COUPLE FAMILIES 2011

40.9% 51.8% 41.8% 45.5% 44.9% 45.2% 38.4% 353% 37.2%

NUMBER OF CHILDREN AGED 0-14 IN SOLE PARENT FAMILIES 2011

7,286 372 364 575 379 387 282 336 237

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN AGED 0-14 IN SOLE PARENT FAMILIES 2011

19.4% 19.5% 16.6% 221% 17.6% 17.2% 24.7% 29.2% 45.2%

NUMBER OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AGED 0-24 YEARS IN 2011

7621 556 319 88l 558 348 494 453 1306

INDIGENOUS YOUNG PEOPLE AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL PEOPLE AGED 0-24 YEARS IN 2011

16.4% 18% 13.6% 22.5% 20.4% 12.2% 31% 28.3% 99.5%

SEIFA SCORES % POPULATION BY INDEX OF RELATIVE SOCIO-ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGE 1ST

QUINTILE

27.6% 26.5% 311% 21.6% 30.5% 8.6% 459% 85.5% 100.0%
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DOMAIN 1| DEVELOPING WELL BY AGE 6

INDICATORS

~ LONE PARENTS YOUNGER THAN 25
e Percentage of families who are lone parents aged under 25 years

~ TEENAGE BIRTH RATES

* Annual average percentage of births to teenage mothers (aged 15-19 years) over the period
2010-2014

* Indigenous teenage birth rate: annual average percentage of births to teenage mothers (aged
15-19 years) over the period 2010-2014

X SMOKING RATES DURING PREGNANCY

* Smoking during pregnancy: percentage of mothers smoking during pregnancy (average for
the period 2010-2014)

* Smoking during pregnancy: percentage of indigenous mothers smoking during pregnancy
(average for the period 2010-2014)

~ LOW BIRTH WEIGHT
* Percentage of babies exhibiting low birth weight
* Percentage of Indigenous babies exhibiting low birth weight

< IMMUNISATIONS
* Percentage of children fully immunised. (HHS)
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DOMAIN 1| DEVELOPING WELL BY AGE 6

4

4

DEVELOPMENTALLY VULNERABLE

* Percentage of children developmentally vulnerable on one or more domains of the Australian
Early Development Census.

* Percentage of children who are developmentally vulnerable on two or more domains of the
Australian Early Development Census (SA2)

PHYSICAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING

* AEDC physical health and wellbeing domain: percentage of children not on track on this
domain and therefore considered to be developmentally at-risk (i.e. between the 10th and
25th percentile)

* AEDC physical health and wellbeing domain: percentage of children not on track for this
domain and therefore considered to be developmentally vulnerable (i.e. below the 10th
percentile)

SOCIAL COMPETENCE

* AEDC social competence domain: percentage of children not on track on this domain and
therefore considered to be developmentally at risk (i.e. between the 10th and 25th percentile)

EMOTIONAL MATURITY
e AEDC emotional maturity domain: percentage of children not on track on this domain and
therefore considered to be developmentally at-risk (i.e. between the 10th and 25th percentile)

e AEDC emotional maturity domain: percentage of children not on track on this domain and
therefore considered to be developmentally vulnerable (i.e. below the 10th percentile)

LANGUAGE AND COGNITIVE SKILLS

e AEDC language and cognitive skills domain: percentage of children not on track on this
domain and therefore considered to be developmentally at-risk (i.e. between the 10th and
25th percentile)

* AEDC language and cognitive skills domain: percentage of children not on track on this
domain and therefore considered to be developmentally vulnerable (i.e. below the 10th
percentile)

COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

* AEDC communication skills and general knowledge domain: percentage of children not on
track on this domain and therefore considered to be developmentally at-risk (.i.e. between the
10th and 25th percentile)

* AEDC communication skills and general knowledge domain: percentage of children not on
track on this domain and therefore considered to be developmentally vulnerable (i.e. below
the 10th percentile)
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Earlville _
Heights

TARGET DIRECTION SOURCE
Reduction 2011 ABS Census Data

COMMENTARY

Research shows that children from single parent families are more likely to perform at or below the
National Minimum Standard in NAPLAN (80%) (DEECD 2013).

The Cairns LGA had a significantly higher rate (1.2%) of families who were single parent and
under the age of 25 years than the state measure of 0.2% in 2011. In the Southern Corridor,
the percentage of families who were single parents under the age of 25 year was highest in
Yarrabah and Woree. While there is a degree of variability in rates within the Southern Corridor
when compared with the Cairns LGA, the rates in the Southern Corridor are consistently higher
than the state.




INDICATOR:

TEENAGE BIRTH RATES

ANNUAL AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF BIRTHS TO TEENAGE MOTHERS
(AGED 15-19 YEARS) OVER THE PERIOD 2010-2014

Earlville

Cairns Bentley Park Gordonvale — Mount

LGA (sA2)

-Bayview Edmonton White Rock Yarrabah
Heights

Trinity Sheridan

INDICATOR:

INDIGENOUS TEENAGE BIRTH RATES

ANNUAL AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF BIRTHS TO TEENAGE MOTHERS
(AGED 15-19 YEARS) OVER THE PERIOD 2010-2014

; Earlvill
15.9% 13.5% 12.6% | 20.9% | 154% | 10.4% 19.1% 13.1% 21.8%

l TARGET DIRECTION SOURCE

Reduction Perinatal Data Collection, Department of Health, QLD

COMMENTARY

Teenage motherhood poses significant per 1,000 in major cities to 57 per 1000 in
long-term risks for both mother and child, remote and very remote areas. (AIHW 2016)
including a higher likelihood of poorer health, Based on data from the period 2010 -2014,

educational and economic outcomes. One

prepared by the Statistical Reporting &
in 25 live births in Australia in 2009 were to

Coordination, Statistical Services Branch,

teenage mothers. Babies born to teenage Department of Health, teenage birth rates
mothers have an increased risk of pre- from the Cairns LGA are higher than for the
term birth, low birthweight and associated State. Within the Southern Corridor suburbs,
complications (AIHW, 2016). Teenage mothers Bentley Park, Earlville-Bayview Heights

are more likely to be lone parents; live in and Gordonvale are comparable with the
areas of disadvantage; smoke; and have lower Cairns LGA, with rates for Mount Sheridan
levels of education. The birth rate among being lower than the Cairns LGA, and the
Indigenous teenagers was more than five remaining suburbs, ranging from 8-10%
times the non-Indigenous rate (72 compared with the outlier being Yarrabah, which has
with 14 per 1,000 females aged 15-19). The a high indigenous population, but remains
rate among all teenagers increased with consistent with the national patterns around
geographical remoteness, rising from 12 remoteness and indigenous identification.
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INDICATOR:

SMOKING RATES DURING PREGNANCY

PERCENTAGE OF MOTHERS SMOKING DURING PREGNANCY
(AVERAGE FOR THE PERIOD 2010-2014)

Earlville

Cairns Bentley Park Gordonvale — Mount

LGA (sA2)

-Bayview Edmonton White Rock Yarrabah
Heights

15.2% | 19.8% | 193% | 17.2% | 26.1% | 20.8% | 16.0% | 26.9% | 28.1% | 62.8%

Trinity Sheridan

INDICATOR:

INDIGENOUS SMOKING RATES DURING PREGNANCY

PERCENTAGE OF INDIGENOUS MOTHERS SMOKING DURING PREGNANCY
(AVERAGE FOR THE PERIOD 2010-2014)

; Earlvill
48.6% | 47.5% | 41.2% | 48.2% | 49.3% | 52.2% | 35.5% | 473% | 453% | 63.7%

l TARGET DIRECTION SOURCE

Reduction Perinatal Data Collection, Department of Health, QLD

COMMENTARY

Smoking during pregnancy is a significant risk with rates for Indigenous women in the
factor for the mother and her unborn baby. Cairns LGA who smoke during pregnancy

It increases the risk of a range of conditions, being comparable with the State’s data
including low birthweight, pre-term birth, related to Indigenous smoking rates. Within
placental complications and perinatal the Southern Corridor suburbs, Bentley
mortality. The effects of smoking during Park, Earlville -Bayview Heights, and Mount
pregnancy persist into infancy and childhood. Sheridan are comparable but slight lower
Children whose mothers smoked while they than with the Cairns LGA. The suburbs
were pregnant have been found to be at of Edmonton, White Rock and Woree are
higher risk of sudden infant death syndrome, significantly higher than the Cairns LGA
childhood cancers, high blood pressure, and the State. Based on the Indigenous
asthma, lowered cognitive development smoking during pregnancy rates for the
and other serious problems. (AIHW 2016) period 2010-2015, the South Corridor

suburbs are comparable with the State for

Smoking during pregnancy rates for the this measure with the exception of Yarrabah.

Cairns LGA are higher than for the State,
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INDICATOR:

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT
PERCENTAGE OF BABIES EXHIBITING LOW BIRTH WEIGHT

Earlville

Cairns Bentley Park Gordonvale — Mount

LGA (SA2)

-Bayview Edmonton White Rock Yarrabah
Heights

Trinity Sheridan

INDICATOR:

INDIGENOUS LOW BIRTH WEIGHT
PERCENTAGE OF INDIGENOUS BABIES EXHIBITING LOW BIRTH WEIGHT

: Earlville _
CLalrzs Bentliszark -Bayview Edmonton Gotﬁc.m.\;ale ?]Aog(jrwt White Rock Woree Yarrabah
G (SA2) Heights rinity Sheridan

l TARGET DIRECTION SOURCE

Reduction Perinatal Data Collection, Department of Health, QLD

COMMENTARY

Babies who are born with low birthweight are at greater risk of poor health, disability and death
than other babies. A birthweight below 2,500 grams is considered low and is a known risk factor
for neurological and physical disabilities, with the risk of adverse outcomes increasing with
decreasing birth weight (AIHW 2016)

Low birth weight measures for the Southern Corridor population (including Indigenous babies) are
comparable with the Cairns LGA and the State benchmark. The percentage of Indigenous babies
with low birthweight is generally lower when compared to Cairns LGA and the State, with the
exceptions being Yarrabah and Edmonton.
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INDICATOR:

IMMUNISATIONS
PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN FULLY IMMUNISED. (CHHHS)

Table 3: Immunisation coverage for 12 months ending September 2015

NON
INDICATORS ALL CHILDREN | INDIGENOUS INDIGERNONS | STATERSTESL | TARGET
Fully vaccinated at 1 year (%) 91.1 92.65 85.90 91.96 95.00
Fully vaccinated at 2 years (%) 89.79 90.65 87.22 89.60 95.00
Fully vaccinated at 5 years (%) 93.10 92.56 95.01 92.07 95.00
TARGET DIRECTION SOURCE
Increase Australian Childhood Immunisation Register

*Notes about the use of this data source are contained in Appendix 1.

DATA GAP

COMMENTARY

Data on immunisation by SA2 was not available to the research team at the SA2 or SA1 level, and
has been presented for the Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health (CHHHS) region. CHHHS
immunisation rates are comparable with the rest of Queensland, however, the target of 95% at
years one and three have not been achieved.




; Bentley : .
Cairns Bayview . Gordonvale |  Mount White
AEDC (I;zX;() Heights Earlville | Edmonton | — Trinity* | Sheridan Rock Woree Yarrabah
22% | 26.1% 30.2% | 42.2% | 42.2% | 30.2% | 33.3%

TARGET DIRECTION SOURCE

Decrease Australian Early Development Census 2015
* Notes about this data source including the Cairns AEDC Community are contained in Appendix 1

COMMENTARY

Children are considered developmentally ‘vulnerable’ if they score below the 10th percentile
(in the lowest 10%) of the national population in the 2015 AEDC data collection (AEDC, 2015).
In 2015 the proportion of children who were developmentally vulnerable on two or more
domains with the Cairns AEDC Community was comparable with Queensland data, and is
higher than the national figures. Within the Southern Corridor, Bentley Park, Bayview Heights,
Earlville and Yarrabah are either lower or comparable to the state benchmark. Suburbs that
are higher than the state benchmark are Woree, Gordonvale